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On 3 January 1951, between 11:30 a.m. and 12230 p.m, with 10/10 overcast 
and poor visibility, ‘there was flyinz by about five single-enzine, lowe 
wing monoplanes at the Socthen (1143/3 95) airfield. The planes ‘ad ine 
line enzines, three-sladed propellers, trapezoidal winzs, and =.ounted 
cockpits. An antenna mast was or top of the front section of the cockoit 
anc there was a weapon in the rear section of the cockpit. The lover 
section of the planes was painted silver-vray ani the upper section was 
dark=reen. The only marking icentified on the planes was the Sovict star 
with a white edge painted on the rudder assembly and on the fuselage. * 
local flights lasting from 15 to 20 minutes, and formation flihts of two 
planes were made. One biplane took off about 11:30 a.m, and headed caste 
northeast. It returned from the saze direction and landed at the field at 
12:30 p.m. A radio truck with a rod antenna abcut & meters high, a truck, 
anc about 1,0 to 50 nen were at the take-off point. The antenna was not 
braced but tilted slightly. 


A larve storage area, provably a fuel dump, was on the eastern edge of the 
field, between the kilometer stones 2.8 and 3,0 on the Koethen-Baasdorf 

(1 52/D 95) road. A warning sign with the Russian inscription "No smoking" 
was on a temporary building in the dump. The dump was fenced ing Many seni- 
underground containers, each about 3 meters long and 1,2 meters in diameter, 
were locatec around the temporary builcing. A sertry was posted at one side 
of the building, 


A firing range, about 25 meters wide and surrounded by a wall, 2 meters hich, 
was between kilometer stones 3.0 and 3.2 on the Kocthen-Baasdorf road. A 
sentry wearing rec-bordered, black service color was at the targets. Firing 
was practiced on the range. About 30 soldiers wearing red—bordered, black 
epaulets were Crilling in the northeastern corner of the field, w+ 


Twenty~four solciers with blue service color were unloading coal from seven 
railroad cars in the northeastern corner of the field. Two buildings near 
the unloading site apparently were the heating plants of the airfield. The 
renaining section of the spur track leading toward the south was covered 
with snow. 
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5. A power shovel was next to an empty construction shed on the eastern 
ecge of the field, No construction was being cone. 


6. The runway and taxiway could not %e seen because the entire field 
was covered with snow, Local resicents said that a runway was built 
which extended west beyond the Koethen-fdderitz (21 52/D 95) road. 
The road was blocked by sentries. Landing planes flew over a zig-zag 
truck on the eastern edge of the field, Wo motor vehicle numbers were 
seen, The total occupation of the field could not be determined because 
the hangars were closec. Mo boundary or obstacle lizhl.s were seen. 


Vomient. The description indicates that the planes are Il-10s. 
This confirms the observation[ —SSCSC~—~—C CON to Which 


one cround attack regiment is stationed in Koethen. One air reconnaissance 
revinment is also believed to be stationed there, The number of aircraft 
stationed in Aocthen is not known because the occupation of the hanzars 
cannot be deter..ined 


wee 


shee Somaent, It is not known what arvir unit is stationed at the field 
witn the air force units. 
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